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Newsletter of the Big Bend Amateur Radio Club, AD5BB 
May/June, 2014                                                      Alpine, Texas 

 

TEXAS STATE PARKS ON THE AIR 
 

Bill, KE5OG, Dave, N5DO, and Bob, WA5ROE operated from 

the Big Bend Ranch State Park using the BBARC call of AD5BB 

in the Texas State Parks on the Air activity during the first 

weekend of April.  They, along with assistance from some of 

WA5ROE’s employees, spent close to two weeks getting the 

club’s Emergency Communication Van operational and operated 

from it.  Several problems were fixed, with the most major one 

being that every time the van was parked and not driven for a 

week or more the battery went dead.   

 

While we were expecting warm weather, being just a few miles 

from the Rio Grande, it turned out to be a cold, windy weekend.  

In particular Friday night was fairly miserable.  WA5ROE was 

going to sleep under the stars on his cot, but the wind was so 

strong he decided to take up N5DO’s offer to share his tent.  Of 

course that was not much better as the wind shook the tent and 

howled all night long. 

 

 
 

 

 
 

It also took an extraordinary long time to drive from Alpine since 

the navigator, N5DO (he was holding the map), led us on an 

extended tour of BBRSP, which although scenic, added an extra 

hour to the travel time. 

 

Big Bend Ranch State Park is a beautiful, but desolate, site.  We 

operated from the northern part of the park where, during the 

three days and two nights we were there, not a single other 

vehicle was seen. 

 

In terms of radio activity it is a nice sensation to operate from a 

location that is miles from any power lines or consumer 

electronic devices emitting weird noises.  We ended up with 374 

QSOs and worked 18 other state parks in the allowed 12 hours..  

A large percentage of the QSOs were made in the last three 

hours. 

 

Meanwhile Chuck, KA5PVB, drove down to Fort Leaton 

Historic Site and operated from a picnic table with a protective 

roof in case of the unlikely event of rain.  Fort Leaton is right on 

the Rio Grande a few miles east of Presidio.  He operated QRP 

and ended up with around 100 QSOs and 17 state parks.   

 

There are 103 state parks in Texas with six of them being close 

to Alpine:   Balmorhea State Park, Barton Warnock Visitor 

Center State Park, Big Bend Ranch State Park, Davis Mountain 

State Park, Fort Leaton Historic Site, and Indian Lodge State 

Park.  Hopefully more of the local state parks can get on for next 

year’s activity. 

 

HAMMERHEAD REPORT 
 

The Hammerfest went off very well. Only 99 riders participated 

in this year's race compared to 350 in the 2011 event. This made 

the race a much easier event for the volunteers. Participating 

hams were KD5KBU, W5NPR, W5DWI, W5JUW, N5HXZ, 

KA5YPW, W5ATO, WA5ROE, and KI5ZQ. 

 

TECHNICIAN LICENSE CLASS 
 

The second session of the BBARC Technician Class will be 

Saturday, May 3.  The class will be held from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. at 

the Turner Range Animal Science Center at Sul Ross, Room 130.  

A VE exam session will be held immediately following the 

completion of the course at 5:00 p.m.  Anyone who is ready to 

upgrade or take the Technician exam is invited to this session.  

Cost of the exam is $15, which goes to the VE Coordinator (the 

ARRL). 

 

President 

Bob Ward, WA5ROE 

Vice President 

Rusty Herman, KB5R 

Secretary 

Bill Roberts, W5NPR 

Treasurer 

Angie Otoupal, N5MVV 
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ARRL SSB SWEEPSTAKES RESULTS 
 

At the BBARC annual banquet in January, Master of Ceremonies 

Bill, KE5OG, reviewed club and individual club member’s 

activities for last year.  It was mentioned that he and Dave, 

N5DO, were in second place in the 2013 ARRL SSB 

Sweepstakes, MultiOp, Low Power category behind of group of 

operators at N8HR.  We were 17 QSOs behind, and hoped a 

better log (less errors) would enable us to come out of the after-

contest log checking with first place. 

 

It turned out the battle to win this category was the closest in the 

whole contest and the expanded results writeup on the ARRL 

webpage featured this race.  Here is their description: 

 

“In the closest race of any category, Ohio team N8HR, operated 

by WZ8P, WX8J, NY8P, KC8BEW, and KF8NZ, won by a mere 

three QSOs over West Texas team N5DO, operated by KE5OG 

and N5DO!  

 

 
 

“As you can see in the preceding figure, N5DO was ahead by 

178 QSOs just three hours into the contest. Using an unusual 

time-off strategy, N8HR had waited to make their first QSO until 

1-½ hours into the contest. Once 20 meters closed for N5DO, 

however, N8HR made up ground each hour, mostly on 40 

meters. By the time both teams took time off beginning around 

0800Z, the two teams were in a virtual dead heat. During the 

daytime Sunday, it was a see-saw battle, with N8HR first piling 

on the 40 meter QSOs, then N5DO making hay on 15 and 10 

meters. During four of the last five hours, N5DO held a slim 

lead. However, remember that N8HR started the contest late? 

That paid off in the final hour when N5DO had used up their 24 

hours, but N8HR kept on running to victory on 80 meters. (I 

guess they weren’t losing the contest on 80 meters! – Ed.)”  

 

 

RARE DOUBLE ISSUE 

 

Since the editor will be gone for an extended period of time, this 

issue of The Bark will cover two months.  It will probably not be 

too rare an event, because the next issue will likely cover two 

months as well (July and August). 

 

 FIELD DAY!!! 
 

Like the swallows returning to Capistrano, or the vultures 

returning to the Big Bend, Field Day returns to officially kick off 

the summer.  This year the BBARC will spend Field Day at the 

same place we have been for the past 10+ years, the Double 

Diamond Pavilion 5 miles south of Alpine on Highway 118. 

 

A high point of Field Day is always the meals.  Chief cook and 

bottle washer Bob, WA5ROE, reports the same meal charges as 

last year (and for the past six years): $30, plus one twelve pack of 

soft drinks or water, per person for the weekend.   Any 807s are 

your own responsibility.   The fee for the meals will pay for 6 

meals:  Friday evening, Saturday breakfast, lunch, and supper, 

and Sunday breakfast and lunch.  There is a special rate for 

families:  $45 for a family.   

 

Field Day gear will be ordered from the ARRL.  Here is the price 

list: 

 

Field Day shirt – $12.95 

 

 
Field Day hat -- $9.95   
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Field Day pin -- $5.00 

 

 
Field Day mug -- $10.00 

 

 
Field Day patch -- $3.00 

 

 
Order any desired Field Day items at the next meeting of the 

BBARC (May 13) or order from Chuck, KA5PVB, on the Big 

Bend two meter net on Wednesday, May7. 

 

BIG BEND 50 RUN 

Since its inception the BBARC has helped support The Big Bend 

Ultra 50 mile run at Big Bend National Park.  For 2015 the race 

will be held at Big Bend Ranch State Park.  Here are some 

excerpts from an email from Carroll Voss, race director: 

“The plans for the 50 mile, and 18.6 mile run courses have been 

plotted for the final time and submitted to Big Bend Ranch State 

Park. The races are proposed for Sunday January 18th, 2015, 

MLK weekend.   

 

“We have received approval to use the TPWD logo and it’s up 

on www.bigbend50.com.  Please view the site to get an idea of 

the race plans.  I’ve spoken to Supt. Barrett Durst about radio 

support. They have an “Incident Command System” or ICS, I 

think that’s the term, that they setup at Barton Warnock to 

monitor events.  They’ve used it for the BikeFest in Feb. 

Admittedly, they say it might cover 30-40% of the 50 mile 

course.” 
 

Carroll believes our communication support will be essential, but 

he is still awaiting final approval for the event and our 

participation.  In the meantime Bill, W5ATO, has been 

developing plans to cover the route.  It appears that with the 

Christmas Mountain repeater, the new Cibolo repeater, and our 

emergency repeater, nearly 100% coverage of the course will be 

possible. 

 

Stay tuned for further details. 

 

 

MAY, JUNE MEETINGS 

 

The May meeting will be Tuesday, May 13, 7:30 p.m. in the 

West Texas National Bank meeting room.  In addition to the 

normal business activities we need a program.  If you have an 

idea for a program, please contact Bob, WA5ROE, at 386-3041.  

If no suggestions are forthcoming we will show the HK0NA, 

Malpelo Island DXpedition video which was scheduled for two 

months ago but did not arrive in time.  We viewed the Kermadec 

Island DXpedition instead. 

 

Malpelo Island is off the coast of Columbia.  It is one large rock 

rising out of the sea with only one place readily accessible to set 

up operating positions.  This location is on the south side of the 

island, leaving poor propagation to the US and Japan.  The 

HK0NA DXpedition had part of their operators make the 

hazardous climb to the top of the rock, where they set up an 

operating position to work to the north and west. 

 

In the BBARC, Chuck, KA5PVB, worked this DXpedition.  Also 

Mike, KD5KC, from El Paso, reported via email that he worked 

them and brought the whole pileup to a halt.   In his own words, 

here’s what happened: 

 

“I was QRP-10 watts SSB.  I broke the pile-up.  He called my 

call and gave me 59 (of course).  I told him 59, Pedestrian 

Mobile 10 watts in Texas. 

 

“He asked.  ‘What in the world is a Pedestrian Mobile?’  So I 

gave him a quick run-down.  An ICOM IC-703+ @ 10 watts, on 

a backpack frame, powered by a motorcycle battery and a 10 ft 

whip antenna.... walking down the street in El Paso. 

 
“He came back with AMAZING.... your true report is 5-5, and 

your QSL card is 100%, please send me one back. 

 

http://www.bigbend50.com/
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“<grin>. I did, in an envelope, with a photo - the one on my QRZ 

profile.” 

 
The program for the June meeting will be on June 10 at 7:30 p.m. 

in the West Texas National Bank meeting room.  The program 

will be a discussion of the plans for Field Day.   

 

We will again operate from the Double Diamond Pavilion using 

the call K5FD . . . K5 Field Day.  We believe John, AE5B, and 

Karla, K5RLA, are making plans to once again have Field Day 

with us in the (hopefully) cool mountains. 

 

 

BIG BEND EMERGENCY NET REPORT 

From WA5ROE 

 

Date Check-ins Length  Remarks 

 

Apr 6       39    18 min       

Apr 13       44    27 min 

Apr 20       38    23 min    Net control at AD5BB in   

       Big Bend Ranch State Park 

Apr 27       41    22 min   

 

Remember – the BBEN meets every Sunday on 3922 KHz at 

8:30 a.m. Central time (either CST or CDT).  Visitors always 

welcome. 

 

 

ARRL CENTENNIAL ACTIVITIES 
 

Among the activities in conjunction with the 100
th
 Anniveresary 

of the ARRL is the opportunity to get WAS (Worked All States) 

by working W1AW portable in each state.  W1AW will operate 

from each state two or more times during 2014. 

 

Here is the schedule for May: 

 

May 1 – 6    W1AW/1  Connecticut 

May 1 – 6   W1AW/7  Nevada 

 

May 7 – 13  W1AW/0  Nebraska 

 

May 14 – 20  W1AW/0  South Dakota 

 

May 21 – 27  W1AW/2  New York 

May 21 – 27  W1AW/0  Colorado 

 

May 28 – June 3 W1AW/0  Missouri 

May 28 – June 3 W1AW/7  Wyoming 

 

Here is the schedule for June: 

 

June 4 – 10  W1AW/4  Alabama 

June 4 – 10  W1AW/5  Louisiana 

 

June 11 – 17  W1AW/5  Arkansas 

June 11 – 17 W1AW/0  Minnesota 

 

June 18 – 24  W1AW/KL7 Alaska 

June 18 – 24  W1AW/7  Montana 

 

June 25 – Jul 1    W1AW/9  Illinois 

June 25 – Jul 1    W1AW/3  Maryland 

 

 

Want to know what frequency you can find W1AW portable on 

at any time?  Check this webpage: 

 

  www.dxscape.com 

 

Click on “Data Base Search” in the upper right and type in 

W1AW in the Target Callsign box on the next page, then click 

Search to see a list of recent spots for W1AW. 
 

 

EASY WAY TO PULL GROUND RODS OUT OF THE 

GROUND 

 
(From the Potomac Valley Radio Club Newsletter) 

 

If there's anything harder than getting ground rods into the 

ground, it's getting them out of the ground. Greg W8WWV 

invented this "K8AZ Ground Rod Puller" complete with 

YouTube video demonstration. This looks a lot easier than how I 

usually do it! (Thanks, Tom K8AZ) 

 

Here is the link: 

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UyJ8PACkR3Y&feature=

youtu.be  
 

 

REPEATER NEWS 

From W5ATO 

 

W5RHN clued me in that the Livermore repeater is up and 

running and linked into the West Texas Connection through 

Notrees.  I monitored the Big Bend Open Road Rally today while 

stationed at the DMR exit for the Hammerfest. 

 

444.950 plus, with 162.2 PL tone. 
 

 

 

FOR SALE 

 

If you operate hf and don’t have a beam, here is a chance to get a 

workhorse beam at a good price.  These beams are rugged and 

have been proven to survive our West Texas winds. 

 

KE5OG has for sale a TA33 tribander in good shape.  On the 

ground.  $100. 
 

 

 

 

 

http://www.dxscape.com/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UyJ8PACkR3Y&feature=youtu.be
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UyJ8PACkR3Y&feature=youtu.be
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THE BARK 

Newsletter of the BBARC 

 

Big Bend Amateur Radio Club 

1402 N. 5
th
 St. 

Alpine, Texas 79830 

 

Publisher: Bob Ward, WA5ROE 

  wa5roe at juno.com 

 

Editor:  Dave Cockrum, N5DO 

  n5do at sbcglobal.net 
 

BIG BEND AMATEUR RADIO CLUB 
http://www.bigbendarc.com 

 
Meetings on the second Tuesday of each month at the West 
Texas National Bank Building in Alpine, 7:30 P.M. CST/CDT. 

 
ARRL Affiliated Club 

 
MEMBERSHIP AND NEWSLETTER SUBSCRIPTION 

 

Annual membership is Jan. 1 to Dec. 31 each year. Dues are 
$36.00 per year for individual or individual & spouse. Membership 
allows you to participate in all club activities, vote at the monthly 
meetings, and includes a subscription to the club newsletter. 
 
Newsletters are available by e-mail for members, subscribers, 
and interested recipients. Send your e-mail address to n5do at 
sbcglobal.net to be put on the list. 
 

 
ABOUT THE BBARC 

 
Founded December 17, 1974 
 
ARRL affiliate since 1986 
 
The BBARC is a 501(C)3 organization.  Contributions are tax 
deductible. 
 

Big Bend Emergency Net, 3.922 MHz 

Founded September 18, 1977 
Meets every Sunday morning at 8:30 A.M. CST/CDT 
Controlled net format. Welcomes new participants and visitors. 
Established by Bob Ward, WA5ROE 
Net Manager, Bob Ward, WA5ROE, wa5roe at juno.com 
 

Big Bend 2-meter Net 

Founded July 9, 2008 
Meets every Wednesday evening at 8:00 P.M. CST/CDT 
Controlled net format. Welcomes new participants and visitors. 
Established by Bob Ayer, KA1AAJ (SK) 
Net Manager, Chuck Dobbins, KA5PVB, ka5pvb at yahoo.com  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

BBARC REPEATER SYSTEM 
 

 All standard offsets. All repeaters require 146.2 Hz 
PL tone encoded on your transmit signal. All repeaters are 
linked. 
 
147.120-+ Shafter, Cibolo Creek 
147.020+ Elephant Mt. south of Alpine. System hub 
146.620-  Ft. Davis located at McDonald Observatory 
146.720-  Alpine, Twin Sisters Peaks 
146.820-  Terlingua 
146.920-  Glass Mountains, Alpine / Ft. Stockton 
145.230-  Emergency Repeater 
 
 

BBARC CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
 
 

May 3, 2014, Saturday, 9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. 

Technician License Class 
5:00 p.m.  VE Exam Session 

Turner Range Animal Science Center 
Room 130 

Sul Ross State University 
 

May 13, 2014, Tuesday, 7:30 p.m. 

BBARC MEETING, West Texas National Bank Building 
Program “TBA (possibly HK0NA DXpedition)” 

 
June 10, 2014, Tuesday, 7:30 p.m. 

BBARC MEETING, West Texas National Bank Building 
Program “Field Day Plans” 

 
June 28 - 29, 2014, Sat.- Sun. 

FIELD DAY 
http://www.arrl.org/field-day 

 
 

 

mailto:wa5roe@juno.com
mailto:n5do@sbcglobal.net
http://www.bigbendarc.com/
mailto:n5do@sbcglobal.net
mailto:n5do@sbcglobal.net
mailto:wa5roe@juno.com
mailto:ka5pvb@yahoo.com
http://www.arrl.org/field-day

